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News Articles in Our Local Papers This Season         

        

           Com mun ity rallies beh ind Eli  
Fun run raises over $700 fo r 

seven-year-old with rare form of cancer 

Courtesy of Jim Humphrey Local News 
Daily Post Reporter February 07, 2005 

FENELON FALLS - When seven-year-old Eli
Jones, walks into a room, you wouldn’’t know
he is one of only five people in the world to be
diagnosed with a very rare form of Lymphoma
cancer. 

On Saturday, participants in the Kawartha
Lakes Snowmobile Club raised over $700 for
the Jones family to help with Eli’’s medical
expenses. Liz Phillips, KLSC board member
and chair of the club’’s fun run, told The Daily
Post it was an unbelievable feeling to help out
the local family. 

“When you see Eli, he looks like any regular
little boy. He loves to play hockey and he
keeps very active,” she said. 

The type of cancer Eli was diagnosed with
affects his spinal fluid throughout his back and
around his brain. It also affects his white cell
count and his immune system. Phillips hopes
the contribution will be able to help the Jones
family. 

““Every year as part of our fun run, we donate
to a local chari ty to keep the money in the
community. When we heard about Eli’’s story
from one of our board members it touched us
all and we are thrilled to be able to help out
this family,”” she said. 

Eli has been receiving treatment for one-year-
and-a-half and halfway through a three year
program to treat the cancer. 

““He’’s been through a lot and so has our
family. The chemotherapy treatments is
extensive and we are so overwhelmed by the
tremendous support we’’ve received from the
community,”” said Brant Jones, Eli’’s father. 

Brant and his wife Carolyn are very grateful for
the support shown by the community. 

““We are touched by your support. It doesn’’t
matter, the community just wants to help.
Friends of ours ask if they can drive us down
to the city or look after our two daughters. We
just feel so fortunate to have such a caring
community around us,”  said Brant, who

addressed the KLSC fun run participants at the
Fenelon Falls Seniors Centre on Saturday. 

Since starting the treatment process the Jones’’
have a whole new outlook on life. 

“Certainly going through this it makes all the
worries in life seem small. It has opened all of
our eyes and has given us a whole new outlook
on life,”” said Brant. 

Now that the cancer has been contained, Eli and
his family have not had to travel to Sick Kids
Hospital in Toronto to receive treatments as
often. 

“ He (Eli) has been able to get chemotherapy
treatments at home more often. As a result of
that he has been able to go back to school, after

missing all of Grade 1 last year, and start playing
hockey,”” said Carolyn, who added that she feels
being able to play hockey this year has really
helped Eli in his treatment because it has taken
his mind off of the illness. 

Once the three year program is complete, Eli will
still continue to go for checkups every three
months to ensure the treatments have worked. 

““We are hoping that after the first several three
month check ups, the visits will become less
frequent,”” said Brant. 

Phillips adds the club is grateful to the Jones
family too. 

““They own a piece of land outside of town that
one of our trails goes through. Although they are
not snowmobilers, they have kept the trail open
to support the club, so it feels really nice to be
able to give something back to this great
family,”” she said. 

Winner of the Fun Run 
Cash Draw  – Ralph Cox  

Giving Back to the Environment

Courtesy of J im Humphrey  Local News 
Daily Post Reporter  May 16, 2005

FENELON FALLS - While the snow may be long
gone, the Kawartha Lakes Snowmobile Club is
continuing to improve the trail network
throughout the area.
The club and the Fenelon Falls Scouts were
busy planting 1,000 seedlings to improve the
quality of the trail in Verulam Township.
Liz Phillips, spokesperson for the club, said they
are always looking out for the environment.
“We always want to protect the environment. Our
club takes great pride in keeping the trails clean
and looking nice,” she said.
The trail that the snowmobile club uses is a
multi-use trail. In  order to cut down wind and
provide more shade for users, the club wanted to
fill in the bare areas with the seedlings.
“The seedlings should enhance those areas and
once they grow into trees it will serve a purpose,”
she said.
Not only will the trees make the trails look more
attractive for users, but will serve a practical
purpose too.
“The trees will cut down on drifting and will
provide shade for the summer users,” Phillips
said.
The volunteer effort by the Boy Scouts was a
way to thank the snowmobile club for their
donation to the organization with the funds
raised from the annual family fun run.
“To have two organizations working together to
enhance the community is a win-win,” Phillips
said. “We receive some help with the tree
planting, the trails look nicer and the scouts give
something back to the community.” The trees
that were planted are cedar and white pines. The
snowmobile club purchased the seedlings from
a local nursery.
“We used money out of the clubs funds. We did
approach the city for the trees, but they did not
have enough” she said.
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Giving Back to the E nvironment .... con’t

Another important development is that the 
snowmobile club and the ATV club, who both
use local trails, have begun to forge a
partnership that will keep the trails in good
condition all year .

“It¹s important to keep the trails well
maintained to keep the users happy, but also
to make sure the landowners are protected
and only use the trails running through public
lands. The partnership with us and the ATV
club is great and we are helping each other
keep the trails in good working order,” she
said.
An example of how the new partnership works
happened a few weeks ago when the ATV club
removed approximately 1,000 pounds of debris
from various trails. The ATV club will also be 

trying to keep the trails graded to enhance the
enjoyment for everyone.
“During the summer the ATV club will be
watching over the snowmobile club signs and
will replace any signs that go missing. The two
clubs need these signs so the users can
remain safe while on the trails,” Phillips
explained.

Phillips believes the trails are an important
tourist attraction for the City of Kawartha Lakes
that can be exploited further in the future.
“The trails are a link to different communities.
There are a vast amount of baby boomers
moving into the area and wanting to use the
trails as a source of recreation,” said Phillips.

BEST DRESSED GROOMER
 IN ONTARIO

FENELON FALLS Nov 27/04

Well we set out to strut our stuff at  the Annual
Fenelon Falls Santa Claus Parade and are we
proud of our ‘best dressed groomer float’.

Thru the creativity of Board Members and
Volunteers we retro fit the Drag into a great
platform that housed our ‘kitty cat’ and trees and
signs.

This was a great deal of fun for the club!  We
played Stomp Tom’s Snowmobile Song from the
start to the finish of the Parade.  Both Gerry and
Kevin have said ‘ It was a great song when we
played it a few times, but after one hundred
times.....’   (We played it again just for them at
the Annual Fun Run!)

Although we didn’t place first we were Number
One in the hearts of the kids young and old on
the Parade Route.  Thanks everyone!

 

‰‰ THINK SNOW ‰‰

Over 1000 Signs M issing! 
November 2005

Frustration!  Our Volunteer Day to do the Trail
inspection and replace a few signs turned into a
day where we ran out of signs and posts and
had to order much more!  Our one day session
turned into a few more days!  These signs were
placed for the safety of not only snowmobilers
but multi users of the main trails from Lindsay to
Kinmount and from the Rail Line on E108 to
Twin Mountains Trails.  Each intersection
requires 8 signs and poles.  We hope that in the
future anyone witnessing removal of these signs
will call the OPP and report this problem. 

V. I. A.
 SPRING CONFERENCE

 BARRIE 

OFSC Head office Apr 2/05

Volunteers from all across Ontario attended the
first Volunteers In Action Spring Conference in
Barrie.  I was fortunate enough to be a speaker
on the Topic Volunteer Recruitment and what
works for our Club.  I met many  volunteer co-
ordinators, like myself, and discussed
challenges that we all have in attracting fellow
club members to join the team to improve our
club trails.


